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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 10-10 ISO-OO FEA-01 AGR-10 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-02 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 AID-05 CIEP-02 SS-15 STR-04 

TAR-01 TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-01 OIC-02 

AF-06 ARA-10 EA-10 EUR-12 NEA-09 /153 W 

110163 

R 101739Z MAR 75 
FM USDEL MTN GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 012 

UNCLAS MTN GENEVA 1619 

PASS STR FOR KELLY 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD GATT 

SUBJ: MTN: NOTARIFF MEASURES GROUP 

TEXT OF GATT RESTRICTED DOCUMENT MTN/NTM/1 OF 10 
MAR 1975 FOLLOWS: 

RECORD OF DECISIONS TAKEN ON 4-7 MARCH 1975 
NOTE BY THE ACTING CHAIRMAN 

1. THE GROUP MET FROM 4-7 MARCH 1975 AND TOOK THE FOLLOWING 
DECISIONS. IT INVITED THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS REPRES- 
ENTATIVE TO ATTEND THIS SESSION OF THE GROUP AS AN OBSERVER. 

SELECTION OF NON-TARIFF MEASURES ON WHICH NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE 


COMMENCED INITIALLY 


2. THE GROUP AGREED THAT NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE COMMENCED INITIALLY 
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ON THE FOLLOWING TOPICS, IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT OTHER MEASURES 
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MIGHT BE ADDED (SEE PARA 6 BELOW) AND THAT NO MEASURE WAS BEINGEXCLUDED 
FROM THE NEGOTIATIONS: 

FIRST GROUPING 


(A) QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS (INCLUDING IMPORT PROHIBITIONS 
AND SO-CALLED VOLUNTARY EXPORT RESTRAINTS); 

(B) IMPORT LICENSING PROCEDURES. 

WITHIN THIS GROUPING, WORK WOULD COMMENCE FIRST ON ITEM (A). 
SECOND GROUPING 


(A) SUBSIDIES; 

(B) COUNTERVAILING DUTIES. 

THE WAY THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS GROUPING WOULD BE DEALT WITH WOULD BE 
DECIDED IN THE ACTUAL NEGOTIATIONS ON THEM. 

THIRD GROUPING 


(A) STANDARDS; 

(B) PACKAGING AND LABELLING; 

(C) MARKS OF ORIGIN. 

WITHIN THIS GROUPING, WORK WOULD COMMENCE FIRST ON ITEM (A). GENERAL 
RULES SHOULD BE DRAWN UP IN THE AREA OF STANDARDS. THE APPLICABILITY 
OF THESE RULES TO HEALTH AND SANITARY REGULATIONS CONCERNING 
AGRICULTURE AND TROPICAL PRODUCTS SHOULD BE EXAMINED BY GROUPS 
"AGRICULTRUE" AND "TROPICAL PRODUCTS". IN ORDER 

TO ACCOMMODATE THE PRACTICAL PROBLEM OF ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION BY 
ALL INTERESTED DELEGATIONS, THE QUESTION OF TIMING OF THE MEETINGS ON 

THESE SUBJECTS WOULD BE BORNE IN MIND. 

FOURTH GROUPING 


(A) CUSTOMS BALUATION; 

(B) IMPORT DOCUMENTATION - INCLUDING CONSULAR FORMALITIES; 
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(C) CUSTOMS NOMENCLATURE; 

(D) CUSTOMS PROCEUDRES. 

WITHIN THIS GROUPING, WORK WOULD COMMENCE ON ITEM (A). 

3. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FROM THE FLOOR CONCERNING THE 
RELATION BETWEEN WORK ON INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, THE 
ACTING CHAIRMAN RECALLED THAT IN 
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HIS SUMMING-UP THE CHAIRMAN OF THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE AT 
ITS MEETING IN FEBRUARY 1975 HAD STATED: "THE AGRICULTURE GROUP 
WILL OF COURSE BE COMPETENT FOR THE WHOLE RANGE OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS AND FOR ALL THE ELEMENTS RELEVANT TO TRADE IN THESE PRODUCTS. 

TO ARRIVE AT OUR COMMON OBJECTIVE, THE HARMONIOUS AND BALANCED 
DEVELOPMENT OF ALL THE ELEMENTS SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATION, IT IS 
NECESSARY TO UNDERDLINE THAT IF IN OTHER GROUPS QUESTIONS WHICH ARE 
LIKELY TO CONCERN AGRICULTURE ARE TAKEN UP, THE AGRICULTURE 
GROUP SHALL CONCERN ITSELF WITH THE MATTER AS REGARDS THE AGRICULTURAL 

ASPECTS.” (MTN/W/1 0, PARAGRAPH 4.) 

ESTABLISHMENT OF SUB-GROUPS 


4. THE GROUP AGREED TO ESTABLISH FOUR SUB-GROUPS EACH DEALING WITH A 
GROUPING ON WHICH NEGOTIATIONS ARE TO BE COMMENCED INITIALLY. 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMEN OF THE THE GROUP AND THE SUB-GROUPS 


5. THE GROUP NOTED THAT CONSULTATIONS WERE CONTINUING ON THIS MATTER. 

IT AGREED THAT THE SECRETARIAT SHOULD RECONVENE THE GROUP WHEN, 

AFTER CONSULTATION, IT WAS CONSIDERED THAT 

THE MATTER COULD BE DEALT WITH, HOPEFULLY WITHIN A FEW DAYS. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCUDURES FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEGOTIATIONS OF 

NON-TARIFF MEASURES NOT CONTAINED IN THE INITIAL LIST 
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6. THE GROUP AGREED THAT FROM TIME TO TIME IT WILL CONSIDER THE 
FEASIBILITY OF TAKING UP ADDITIONAL ITEMS, THAT IT IS OPEN TO ANY 
PARTICIPANT TO PROPOSE ADDITIONAL ITEMS, AND THAT AFTER THE AUGUST 
RECESS, THE GROUP WILL MEET TO CONSIDER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
SECOND LIST OF NON-TARIFF MEASURES IN THE SAME WAY AS IT ESTABLISHED 
THE FIRST LIST. 

7. THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE SECRETARIAT SHOULD PREPARE A BACKGROUND 
NOTE WHICH WOULD GATHER TOGETHER THE AVAILABLE AND RELEVANT INFORMATION 

ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCEDURES FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON NON-TARIFF MEASURES 


NOT DEALT WITH MULTILATERALLY 
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8. THE GROUP HAD AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS OF THIS ITEM. THE GROUP AGREED 
THAT THE SECRETARIAT PREPARE A PAPER SETTING OUT THE POINTS MADE 
AND THE PROCEDURES USED IN PREVIOUS ITEM-BY-ITEM GATT NEGOTIATIONS 
AND AGREED TO REVERT TO THE METTER AT ITS NEXT MEETING WIGH A VIEW 
TO REACHING SOME CONCLUSIONS. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 


9. THE GROUP AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS OF MEETINGS: 

21 APRIL-2 MAY "QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS" 

5 MAY- 1 6 MAY "TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE" 

19 MAY-30 MAY "CUSTOMS MATTERS" 

2 JUNE- 1 3 JUNE " SUB SIDIES AND SOUNTERV AILING DUTIES " 

23-27 JUNE GROUP "NON-TARIFF MEASURES" TO REVIEW THE 

WORK AND DRAW UP A REPORT TO THE TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE. 

10. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE GROUP SHOULD BE CALLABLE ON SHORT NOTICE 
AS REQUIRED. 

1 1 . THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE SECRETARIAT SHOULD DISTRIBUTE 
BACKGROUND PAPERS RELATING TO EACH OF THE FOUR GROUPINGS IN ADVANCE 
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OF THE MEETINGS. 

WOLFF 
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NNN 
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